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1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report outlines recent action taken by the Chairman of the Police and Crime Committee in 

accordance with the delegated authority granted to him by the Police and Crime Committee.  

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the Committee notes the recent action taken by the Chairman of the Police and 

Crime Committee under delegated authority, following consultation with the party Group 

Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, namely to agree: 

 

(a)  A letter to the Mayor on tackling neighbourhood crime; 

 

(b) The arrangements for the Committee’s site visit to the Metropolitan Police 

Service’s Mounted Branch at Lewisham Police Station on 20 March 2019; and 

 

(c) The scope for the discussion with the Director of the Violence Reduction Unit at 

this meeting of the Committee.  

 

2.2 That the Committee notes the letter to the Mayor on tackling neighbourhood crime, as 

attached at Appendix 1 to this report, and the summary of the site visit as set out in 

paragraph 4.4 of this report. 

  

 

3. Background  
 

3.1 On 19 November 2018 Members visited Tower Hamlets to meet with Safer Neighbourhood Board 

(SNB), Ward Panel and Victim Support representatives to talk about the impact of borough 

priorities.  Seven crimes, including burglary, robbery and theft, make up close to half of all crime 

recorded by the MPS.  The Police and Crime Plan put in place a system of ‘borough priorities’ to  



        

 tackle these types of crimes, in which every borough picks two crimes from the seven and focuses 

efforts on tackling them.  The Committee also sought the views of other SNB and Ward Panel 

representatives to find out how well understood the priority setting process is; and discussed the 

difference that borough priorities can make with the MPS and MOPAC. 

 

3.2 The Committee followed that visit with a delegation to the Chairman on 6 March 2019, by resolving: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chairman, in consultation with party Group Lead Members and 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to approve the output from the Committee’s scrutiny on tackling 

neighbourhood crimes. 

 

3.3 From time to time the Committee undertakes site visits to inform Members of aspects of policing in 

London.  At the Committee’s meeting on 31 October 2018, the Committee resolved: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chairman, in consultation with party Group Lead Members and 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to make arrangements for a site visit to the Metropolitan Police Service’s 

Mounted Branch.  

 

3.4 At its meeting on 12 December 2018, the Committee resolved: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chairman, in consultation with party Group Lead Members and 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to agree the scope for the Committee’s thematic meetings in January, 

February and March 2019. 

 

3.5 At its meeting on 6 March 2019, the Committee noted its updated work programme, including the 

use of the Committee’s meeting slot on 20 March 2019 for informal activity and the scheduling of a 

thematic meeting on 30 April 2019 for a discussion on tackling violence in London. 

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration 
 

 Tackling Neighbourhood Crimes 

 

4.1 Following consultation with the lead party Group Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, the 

Chairman sent the letter to the Mayor on tackling neighbourhood crimes on 19 March 2019.  The 

letter is attached at Appendix 1 for Members to note. 

 
4.2 In the letter, the Committee recommended that the Mayor reviews the effectiveness of local priority 

setting including:  

 An assessment of how wider changes, such as the introduction of the crime investigation 

policy, more telephone investigations and the increase in the volume and complexity of crime, 

may be impacting on the success of local priorities, and how this can be mitigated. 

 An assessment of falling victim satisfaction in the Met’s response to these most commonly-

reported crimes, and how this will be addressed. 

 Specific actions to improve transparency of data, such as sanction detection rates, which can 

be used to assess the success of this approach and the potential impact on crimes not selected 

as local priorities. 



        

 Specific actions to improve the awareness and understanding of Londoners about the 

rationale, aims, and measures for the success of local priorities. 

 

 Site Visit to the Metropolitan Police Service’s (MPS) Mounted Branch  

4.3 Following consultation with the party Group Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, the 

Chairman agreed the arrangements for the Committee’s visit to the MPS’s Mounted Branch at 

Lewisham Police Station on 20 March 2019. 

  
 The following Members attended the visit: 

 Steve O’Connell AM (Chairman) 

 Unmesh Desai AM (Deputy Chair) 

 Tony Arbour AM 

 Andrew Dismore AM 

 Florence Eshalomi AM 

 Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

 

4.4 Members were met by representatives of the MPS.  Members received a presentation from MPS 

officers of the Mounted Branch detailing the work of the Unit and a tour of the stables.   

 

 Tackling Violence in London 

4.5 Following consultation with the party Group Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, the 

Chairman agreed that this meeting would be used for a discussion with Lib Peck, the Director of the 

Violence Reduction Unit.  The report at Agenda Item 7 gives more information on this item. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1  The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

 

Appendix 1 – Letter from the Chairman to the Mayor dated 19 March 2019 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  

List of Background Papers: Member Delegated Authority forms: 1045 (letter on tackling neighbourhood 

crime); 1016 (site visit); and 1032B (scope for meeting on 30 April 2019) 
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